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and to discuss the situation with him, seriously endeavouring
to make him realize the aims of the Progressive Party. As Wagner
was connected with this Party, it was obvious that the old King
did not side with the composer, but neither did he take sides
against him as many would have liked and wished to make others
believe. King Ludwig earnestly advised his Brands>n to remove
Max von Ncumayr, the Minister of the Interior, who, according
to Wagner, was 'the only liberal man in the Ministry'. He was
dangerous, and the Conservative Party consisting of the real
patriots had serious doubts about him.

The visit to his grandson made a great impression upon the
old King.   Ludwig II was awaiting with the greatest enthusiasm
and ardent expectation the first performance of 'Tristan', which
had been fixed for loth June, 1865.   His 'divine' love lor Wagner
which made itself felt in every word the young King spoke,
and the fact that the boy appeared to live in other spheres, was
bound to affect a man like Lutlwig Ir devoted as he was to art
and beauty.   He had heard the criticisms, but now he beheld the
workings of his grandson's mind.    This aspect  had not been
granted to the outside world for it could not penetrate the* con-
fidence and affection of the young King, who secluded himself
from the world.   There was no possibility of winning Ludwig I
over to the opposition, partly because of his natural ties with the
Monarchy, but also for compassionate reasons,    lie, supported
both Piistenneister and von der Pfortlten, but only because he
considered them to be conscientious officials who were doing their
duty by the country, and also as enemies of the: hated Progressive
Party.   These considerations decided the future attitude of the
old King who, himself utterly disinterested, kept the welfare of
Bavaria, the Monarchy, and of his grandson constantly before his
gaze.   It was easier for him than for any of the others to arrive
at an understanding of Ludwig II's exalted thought.   After the
performance of 'Tristan' the young King was convinced that
Wagner was a god in the realms of art,   If everyone opposed him,
'Ludwig II would defy the whole world, show his courage and
keep only the one great object before his eyes/

'You animate me/ Wagner for his part assured his royal
Maecenas, 'you are my life, my eye, my brain and my heart. I
belong to you only, eternally and unalterably.'1

1 Richard Wagner to Ludwig II, Munich, 26th August, IH(>5. Correspondence,
1/165.